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the Gospel were discoursed. with 
plainness, and the good Spirit did its 
work with both speakers and hearers. 
The restoration of the Gospel through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith was testified 
of and we felt, at the close of the day, 
the Lord had abundantly blessed our 
efforts. Wedistributed about 200 of our 
tracts, which the people were eager to 
obtain and wished to know if this new 
feature of Bible. religion had any con- 
nection with what is called “ Mormon- 


ism.” Of course explanations were | ful 


- given and we were kept. busy till mid- 
night answering questions put by Mr. 
Eccles and his friends. Although we 
met with some warm opposition, all 
was courteously conducted, and the 
principles of our faith and practice 
are now somewhat dideratood by the 
people of Whitebirk, many of whom 


are favorably impressed and some are 


ae the truths of the everlasting 


ospel. 

During the four days we sojourned 
with Mr. Eccles, we were treated with 
a of kindness and respect 
by Mrs. Eceles, their family and 
friends, and we were cordially invited 
to come agaln. 

Four ,members were added to the 
ee Branch, by baptism, on the 
Ubi 

Your Brother ih the Gospel, 

L, Buntine. 

PERSECUTION. 
Wymondham, Nov. 5th, 1879. 
‘President Wm. Bud 


Dear Brother, —Since my last letter 
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I have been through the Beccles dis- 
trict, and held some very good meet- 
ings in Lowestoft. They were well 
attended by strangers as well as mem- 
bers of the Church. At Beccles three 
persons gave in their names to be 
baptized next time I call that way. | 
rother Brown, president of that 
branch, is meeting with a great deal 
of persecution from those who used 
to be associated with him in religion 
before he embraced the Gospel in its 
ness, as revealed in these latter 
days. Having failed to win him back 
to their false ideas and doctrines by 
argument, they now have recourse to 
speaking “all manner of evil against” — 
him falsely. They have stated to his 
creditors that he was selling off his 
stock in trade privately with the in- 
tention of going to Utah, and leavin 
all his debts unpaid—a base an 
heartless falsehood. As a consequence 
his creditors have crowded him un- 
awares. Had they given him a little 
time, he could have cleared off every 
obligation, and had enough left to 
enable him to emigrate. Should, 
however, his stock be sold by auction, 
at ruinous Rese it 1s probable there 
will be nothing left. This is what 
is called religious liberty in this part. 
of the country. It is, “If you don’t 
have the same = opinions and 
views, and attend the same church as 
we, you shall be deprived of the 
means of livelihood.” 
Your brother in the Gospel 


Henry WALSH. 


If we would be great and worthy, we must make ourselves so; we shall 


assuredly not drift into nobleness. Only by painful and persistent care can 


we rise up to our 
‘the weeds and cultivate the grain. 


best selves ; only by diligent spiritual husbandry eradicate 


To Arran Loxa Lirz.—He who strives after a long and pleasant term of 


life must séek to attain continual 


al equanimity 
thing which too violently taxes his feelings. 


and carefully to avoid every- 
Nothing more quickly consumes 


the vigor of life than the violence of the emotions of the mind. We know 


that anxiety and care can destroy the healthiest bod 


; we know that fright 


and fear, yes, excess of joy, become deadly. They who are naturally cool and 


of a quiet turn of mind, upon whom nothi 

— who are not wont to be excited either by great sorrow or 

have the best-chance of living long and happy after their manner. 

therefore, under all of mind which no 
urb. 


‘no misfortune, can tod much 


nothing too passionately ; fear nothing too strongly.— 


can make too powerful an im- 
at joy, 
serve, 
happiness, 
too violently ; hate 


Love 
antitarvan. 


ye now the fields and the meadows 
Under the waves, for the work was 
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** Little by little,” the terrent said, ‘* Little by little,” the tempter said, 
As it pa along its gee pees As a dark and cunning snare he sp 

in wrath and For the young, unwary feet ; 
** Little by little,” and ‘ oe by day,” ** Little by little, and day by day, 
And with every wave it boro sven. I'll tempt the careless soul astray, 
A grain of from the banks which lay Into the broad and flowery way, 
| e granite walls on either side. Till the ruin is made complete~”’ 
Little by little,” sure andslow, 

It came again, and the rus tide We fashion our future of om and woe 
Covered the valley far and wi As the present 
. For the mighty were gone. nd feet are climbing the stai stairway bright, 
A grain at atime, they were swept awa ht, 


‘hae to the region of endless 
downward into the night, | 
Title by little,” and ‘day by day.” 


WantEp.—To know the whereabouts of Samuel Smith, who 
Derbyshire, to Utah, about 23 years ago. Address : Harriett Smi 
Wellington ‘'S Street, Hucknall Torkard, Nottinghamshire 


‘Edward Burton 


_ Utah papers please copy. 


ted from Bolsover, 


DIED. 


Symons.—In the 11th, Ward, Salt Lake City, Utah, October 20th, 1879, Ada 
daughter of Thomas and Susannah Symons, aged 1 year, 8 months, —“‘News.” 


Dansiz.—At Herriman, Salt Lake County, Utah, — raw 3 1870. Rosena, wife 


of Robert Dansie, Jr., aged 23 years, 9 months and 15da ys. 


two children to mourn her loss.—‘‘ News.” 


Coomsps.—At Pa 
‘daughter of Isaiah 


Barngs.—At Lehi, Utah, October 15th, 1879, of a 
born November 23rd, 1830, in Cumaheld ge, E 


Charles Barnes 
pel in 1845, and emigrated to Utah in 1854. 
and mother, N ews.” 


n, Utah County, Utah, October 1lth, 1879, Sarah 
, and Fanny Coombs, aged one month and 13 13 days.—*‘ 


eaves a husband and 


infant 
lexy, eo Wonfor, wife of 
; embraced the Gos- 


She was & Latersday Saint, - wife 


HicHBr-—At ae, Utah, September 27th, 1879, Ana Granger, wife of John S. 
eee 62 years, 6 months and 20 days; born at Aisenby, York , England. She 
was a kind and faithful wife and mether, and leaves a large circle of elatives and friends 


- to mourn her loss. She died as she had lived, a true — Saint.—‘* News.” 
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VIEWS OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. ON MARRIAGE. 
A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM BUDGE, AT A CONFERENCE. 
HELD AT GOSWELL HALL, GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, NOV. 9TH, 1879. 


(Reported by Joseph May, of Sheffield. ) 


~ brethren, sisters and friends : 
esteem this privilege of ongoing 
to you, as a blessing given of God, 
whose servant I profess to be. I am 
permitted to.explain some of the doc- 
trines of the Church of Jesus Christ 
which I represent, to our friends and 
the Saints present this evening. 

It has been understood that | woul 
thisevening, speak upon the views hel 
by the Latter-day Saints on reagan 
I do not think it necessary to apolo- 
gize for introducing this subject, as 
considerable interest has been excited 
— it, In consequence of the 
action of the United States Govern- 
ment against the Latter-day Saints 
on account of their peculiar views an 


practices. This action has caused a 


great deal of inquiry, which I wish, to 
some extent, to answer. 
It happens very often that when 
the elders of this Church have been 
reaching principles that are perhaps 


Jess distasteful to our friends than our 
views on marriage, considerable disap- 
pointment is expressed in consequence 


of not hearing something in relation 
to that subject. There is another rea- 
son for my ition to-night, more 
potent than the others, namely : that 
the marriage views entertained by us. 
are a part of the system of religion 
which we have embraced ; part of a 
perfect order revealed from heaven for 
the regeneration of the earth and its 
inhabitants. I therefore desire your 
co-operation if only, on your part, in 
view of obtaining some understanding 
of our views upon this most important 
subject. Whether any one in this 
co tion accepts the doctrines we 
teach in regard to this matter or not, 
it is certainly a subject that interests 
the people greatly and it becomes 
every man and woman to place them- 
selves in possession of truth, whether 
it be taught by the Latter-day Saints 
or others, and whether, when under- 
stood, it is acceptible to those who 
hear or otherwise. 

Marriage is a subject that has in- 
terested mankind from the beginning. 


It is not a matter confined to a na- 


‘ 
| 
‘ 


738 


tion or an age, but all people, in all 
ages, have been thor ll more or less 
in regard to it. In the age in which 
we live there exists a —_ great 
diversity of opinion upon the sub- 
ject. Not only is there a difference 
of opinion held between the civilized 
nations, so called, and those that are 
partially civilized—the heathen world 
—but amongst enlightened Christians 
there is still great difference of view 
and a great deal of doubt. Iam sorry 
to say it is impossible to point out 
from the Scriptures some things that 
would be interesting to us, and would 
enrich us very much in our under- 
standing of this matter, from the fact 
that tbere is not in the Bible (the 
Old and New Testaments) any in- 
formation at all upon some particular 
points connected with the marriage 
ordinance. But there is much in- 
formation in the Old and New Testa- 
ments regarding marriage. Though 
there are certain rites and ceremonies 
attended to at the present time, we 
cannot say, with any degree of assu- 
rance, so far as the Bible is concerned, 
that we attend to them exactly as 
God would have us, from the fact 
that we are not in possession, so far 
as this book is concerned, of informa- 
tion upon the subject. For instance, 
we attend to a certain form to legalize 
that contract, into which we enter 
with due solemnity, but the Bible 
does not tell us how that ceremony 
should be performed.  Professing 
Christians take upon themselves cer- 
not tell from ’s word whether 
they are acceptable to Him or not. 
The form of marriage, as well as the 
marriage ceremony, is simply a matter 
of opinion. When they read sometimes 
of the rude rites of semi-civilized 
nations, they are surprised and sorry 
for those who are in darkness. But, 
after all, they are not prepared to en- 
lighten them upon the subject. If they 
say to them, “ 
marriage in such a peculiar wa 
they would, doubtless, answer, “It is 


our custom, and wecontinueto practise 


it.” It may bea portion of their 
faith, and, as a part of a faith handed 
down to them from their fathers, they 


very religiously attend to it, con- 
sidering that they are justified. Per- 
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haps they might ask Bible be- 
lievers the question why they at- 
tend to marriage in a certain man- 
ner, and use certain words when 
it 1s administered. In reply the 
would simply say “It is our custom. 
So there is réally less difference 
than perhaps has been imagined by 
many people. If professing Christ- 
lans were able: to take this book 
and say they perform the ordi- 
nance of marriage in a certain man- 
ner because God, whom they worship 
and who speaks to them through His 
= has made them acquainted 
with this fo then all would be 
plain; or if, when referring to the 
words contained in this book, they 
were able to say “God tells us about 
marriage— He tells us what obligations 
to place ourselves under, and what re- 
sponsibilities should be put upon us . 
by those who administer the ordi- 
nance, all would be right.” But the 
cannot say this. They simply say “ We 
acknowledge the heathens right tocon- 
tinue to practise a certain form of mar- 
ea because we respect their religious 
feelings and es, and we ourselves 
continue to perform marriage in a 
certain manner and by the admini- 
stration of certain words, and have 
placed ourselves under certain obli- 
gations, because such has been the 
custom of our fathers and is common 
among us. We consider it right be- 
cause we have never understood that 
there was any objection to be raised 
against it.” But apart from what 
might otherwise be more prudent or 
more agreeable in the appearance of 
what is done, professing Christians 
really cannot claim more authority 
from God than the heathen can, be- 
cause they, with them, are really ingor- 
ant of what God wishes in relation to 
this matter. All this shows clearly the 
necessity of further communication 
from God on the subject. 

The issue, however, between the 
United States Government and the 


y do you solemnize. 


people called Latter-day Saints exists 
In consequence of a difference of 
opinion as to whether monogamy or 
B ural marriage is right. The United 

tates Government have taken the 
stand (and they are sustained, doubt- 
less, by modern Christianity,) that 


the more extended form of marriage 


4 
} 
| 
| 


hey say it 
as to religion and morality 
ople to believe in and practise 
plural marriage. consequence of 

is, they have taken the trouble to 
send a circular to the leading powers 
of Europe, asking them to discourage 
and — prevent — which is 
possible in some of the continental 
nations—the emigration of persons 
who accept the doctrines that are 
taught them by the elders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 


nts. . 

That plural marriage is in opposi- 
tion to the laws of the United States 
now is quite true ; but we dispute the 
justice of the enactment, as the Con- 
stitution of the United States guaran- 
tees to all people within their borders 
the right to worship God as they 
think proper. They have taught this 
as their political creed, that men and 
women from all nations under heaven, 
whether they be white or colored, may 
gather there and have a perfect right 
to attend to their religion as they see 
fit. We consider that marriage is a 
religious ordinance, and, on_ that 

und, we contend that the United 
tates Government have no right, 
constitutionally, to interfere with our 
marriage relations or with our doc- 
trine or practices, so long as no one is 
injured and what is done is done 
eeably with the feelings and faith 
of those who practise them. But the 
subject this evening more particularly 
which I wish to place before you, for 
your consideration is, whether plural 
marriage is scriptural. 

I will commence at the beginning, 
that I may, if possible, place the sub- 
ject before you as clearly and fully as 
practicable. I hope our friends will 
exercise patience. I hope they will 
assist me, as my sole object is to give 
information to those who wish it. I 
have no desire that any person should, 
against their will, accept our doctrine ; 
but I have a desire to place before the 
people an understanding of our faith, 
that they may not be led astray in 

ard to it, as I have found too often 
to have been the case, in consequence 
of the misrepresentations that are 


is wrong. 
law as 
fora 


abroad upon the subject. 
In the 1st chap. 
the 28th verse, 


f and 
tells Adam and 
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Eve to multiply and replenish the 
earth. This is the first intimation the 
Almighty gives upon the subject of 
increase. He repeats almost the 
same instructions to Noah and his 
sons, which will be found in the 9th 
chap. of Genesis and 7th verse. He 
says, “And you, be ye fruitful, and 
multiply ; bring forth abundantly in 
the earth ;” repeating in the Ist verse 
of the 9th chap. of Genesis the same 
command, in the same words almost 
that had been given previously to 
Adam. But in the 7th verse, to be 
more explicit, he adds “ abundantly , 
—“bring forth abundantly ”—so it 
aspeee the Almighty did manifest 

is will concerning the increase of © 
man’s prosperity upon the earth in 
those revelations, thus authorizing 
and constituting marriage a divine 
ordinance. 

The question is this: Is it right, 
according to the Scriptures, that a 
man should marry more wives than 
one? You see we must, at present, 
dismiss our former impressions, if 
— are found in opposition to God’s 
will. We must be unprejudiced if we 
have come here to ascertain what the 
Bible really does teach. If there are 
men or women here who have deter- — 
mined beforehand to reject any in- 
formation pertaining to marriage ex- 
cept that which they have had before, 
I cannot do them any good, neither 
would my quotations of the word of 
God assist to increase their under- 
standing of God’s will. I do not 
think that such is the spirit in which 
we should approach the investigation 
of anything pertaining to true religion. 
If we say this is a book which God > 
has given for instruction, for reproof, 
and correction, why should we be un- 
easy when we begin to examine its 
contents and reject at once the doc- 
trines that are taught in it? This 
book is of no manner of use to any 

rsons unless they understand what 
it contains. This k, that we all 
confess, I trust, is the word of God— 
the revelations of God to man—can- 
not benefit us, cannot assist to prepare 
us in this life for the life that 1s to 
come unless we make ourselves fami- 
liar with its contents. We cannot be 
God’s children unless we understand 


His mind and will pertaining to our- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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selves. The leaving out of that that 
is distasteful, ignoring certain claims 
that exist on.the part of God against 
us because His eeerments are un- 
usual or strange is likely to lead us to 
remorse and to repentance, perhaps 
when it is too late. In short if we 
‘have not prepared our minds to accept 
the instructions contained in this 
holy book on all subjects upon which 
has spoken His, mind and will 
from heaven, it must be to us a dead 
letter, worthless ; inf worse than 
worthless, because it is likely, if parti- 
ally rejected, to lead us to a condition 
of mind opposed to God, and that ac- 
tively, if we indulge in thoughts that 
‘are contrary to the words that he has 
spoken, contrary to the laws he has 
revealed, contrary to the ordinances 
which he has, through his servants, 
administered unto man in different 
ages of the world. 
_ We shall turn to the 16th chap. of 
Genesis, to find the “se of one of 
the ancients, one of the most approved 
of God’s servants who lived and 
doubtless was instructed agreeably 
with the commandment of God in re- 
gard to this matter. In Genesis, 17th 
chap. and 19th verse, we find, in rela- 
tion to Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, a friend of God, who married 
two wives, in order, doubtless, that he 
might assist to replenish and multiply. 
abundantly, the following: “ And 
God said, Sarah thy wife shall bare 
thee a son indeed; and thou shalt 
call his name Isaac : and I will estab- 
lish my covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant, and with his 
seed after him. And as for Ishmael ” 
-—I am not entering you see into the 
details of the circumstances connected 
‘ with this double marriage, but am re- 
ferring rather to the approbation that 
was given by God in regard to it. I 
presume our friends here this evenin 
are f with the Scriptures oul 
understand that Abraham had two 
wives, both living at the same time, 
and 1 am referring now, in order to 
on along to a consideration of other 
script to some items of informa- 
tion that have a direct bearing upon 
the subject—“ And as for Ishmael, I 
have heard thee: Behold, I have 
_- blessed him, and will make him fruit- 
ful, and will multiply him exceeding- 


verse. Jaco 
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ly ; twelve princes shal] he beget, and 
¢ will make him a great nation.” _— 
are promises made by God to Abra- 
ham in regard to the son that was 
promised from Abraham’s first wife 
and also in regard to what God would. 
do for Ishmael, the son of his second 
wife. ._The promises are so t as to 
be astonishing. But the point I wish 
to make at the present time is that. 
God did not seem to make any differ- 
ence, except so far as there might be 
in the nature of the blessings, in regard. 
to the two sons, although they were 
the sons of two different wives with 
whom he lived at the same time. | 

I will now direct your attention to 
the 3lst chap. of Genesis and the 11th 
was a polygamist also. 
He had four wives. After he had © 
married the four wives an angel of 
God unto him and _ said, 
“Jacob?” Jacob answered and said, 
“ Here am I.” Says God (13th verse), 
“Tam the God of Beth-el, where thou 
anointedst the pillar, and where thou 
vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, 
get thee out from this land, and return 
unto the land of thy kindred.” Laban, 
the father of two of Jacob’s wives, 
was very angry in consequence of Ja- 
cob determining to leave his service ; 
and after Jacob had left him without. 
him of his attentions 
Laban — him. But the Lord 
appeared unto Laban who had power 
to hurt Jacob, and told him neither 
to speak to him govd nor bad. 
This you will find in the 29th 
verse of the same chapter. What 
I wish to show from this 1s that Jacob, 
the husband of four wives living at. 
the same time, had communion with 
God, for God spoke to him and told 
him at a certain time to leave the 
land where Laban lived and go to the 
land of his fathers. Jacob answered 
by going. And God spake unto La- 
ban, warning him that. he should not 
hurt Jacob, neither speak to him good. 
nor bad. So that after Jacob had 
married four wives, instead of God 
being displeased with him or forsaking 
him, He instructed him to leave that 
land and gather to the land of his 
fathers ; and He preserved him from 
the wrath of his relative, who felt 
offended in consequence of Jacob's 
leaving him without his permission. 
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I will now direct your attention to 


a of scripture found in the 8th 
chap. of Ju in reference to Gideo 
one of the Judges of Israel ; one o 
the greatest chieftains that appeared 
amongst God’s people and who was 
instrumental, in the hands of in 
delivering them from their enemies. 


He was a man who “had three score. 


and ten sons of his own body begotten, 


for he had many wives” (30th verse). | 


“ And Gideon, the son of Joash, died 
in a good old age and was buried in 
the sepulchre of Joash, his father” 
‘(32nd py “And it came to pass 
.as soon as Gideon was dead that the 
-children of Israel turned again and 
went a whoring after Baalim and made 
Baalberith their God” (33rd verse). 
I refer to these passages to show you 
that Gideon, a man of God, indeed so 


intimate with the Almighty that, on 


‘one occasion, being doubtful about a 
-certain matter, he said to the Almigh- 
ty, * —s I will put a fleece of 
-~wool in the floor; and if the dew be 
on the fleece only, and it be upon 
all the earth beside, then shall I know 
that thou wilt save Israel by mine 
hand, as thou hast said. And it was 
.so: for he rose up early on the mor- 
row, and thrust the fleece together, 
_and wringed the dew out of the fleece, 
a bowl of water.” God gave him 
the sign in answer to his De dam But, 
.still being undecided, Gideon said, 
“Let it now be dry only upon the 
fleece, and upon all the ground let 
there be dew.” (Judges 6th chap. 
and 37, 38, 39.) And it wasso. God 
answered him on both occasions 
-showing that the Almighty, instead of 
being displeased with a man who had 
several wives and a large family, chose 
to be his instructor, and answered his 
prayers and blessed him with exceed- 
‘Ing wisdom and with great prowess in 
war, so that he did deliver the child- 
-ren of Israel out of the hands of their 
enemies. Not only this, but he was 
the means of guiding them in the ways 
of the Lord, because after Gideon’s 


death they forsook the law of the 
Lord and turned again to their wick- 
edness, as Israel was sometimes in the 
habit of doing. 

Let me direct your attention next 
to.the lst chap. of the lst Book of 
Samuel. In this we have a remarka- 
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ble history of a certain man who had 
twu wives. The name of the one was 
Hannah and the. other ‘Peninnah. - 
This man, we are told in the 3rd- 
verse, went year by year to the House : 
of God to worship. One of his wives 
had no children. She was very sorry 
about this as; in ancient times (very 
unlike the present), it was a matter of 
reproach when any woman, the wife 
of an Israelite or of one of God’s ser- 
vants, was without children. So she 
prayed to the Lord, making a vow 
that if God would give her a son she 
would devote him to the service of. 
God all the days of his life. God 
heard her prayer and answered her, 
so she had a son and called his name- 
Samuel, with whose history, doubt- 
less, my friends are perfectly acquain-' 
ted. That Samuel was the son which’ 
God did in his mercy give to Hannah, 
one of the two wives which this man 
had, and according to her promise she 
devoted him to the-service of the 
Lord. Samuel was a great prophet..: 
His father was a righteous man. His. 
mother was a righteous woman. She 
asked God, in prayer, for this increase, 
and God heard her and Samuel’s 
birth was the result. He labored 
afterwards as one of the most eminent. 
of the ancient prophets of Israel. His 
works ‘are before us in the record 
which has been handed down for our. 
instruction. | 
Let me direct your attention next. 
to 2nd Chronicles, 24th chap. and 2nd 
and 3rd verses, and Joash, the king— 
who reigned at that time—“ did that: 
which was right in the sight of God 
all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 
And Jehoiada took for him two 
wives, and he begat sons and 
daughters.” This prophet Jehoiada 
died, we are told in the 15th verse of: 
the same chap. ; and in the 16th verse: 
we are informed, “They buried him 
in the city of David amongst the 
kings, because he had done good in 
Israel, both toward God and toward 
his house.” From this chapter we 
learn that a certain eminent prophet 
lived named Jehoiada, and he gave to 
the king two wives, and Jehoiada, 
when he died, was buried in the city 
of David in consequence of his having 
done good in Israel, beth toward God. 
and toward his house. But in the 2nd: 
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verse of this chapter we are told posi- 
tively that instead of Joash doin 
wrong by taking two wives, he di 
that which was right in the sight of 
God all the days of Jehoiada the 
priest. You see it was in the days of 
this priest that he took the wives, be- 
cause this prophet gave them to him, 
and we are told that although this 
king did take the wives from this 
rophet he did good in the sight of 
God all the days of Jehoiada the priest; 
so that this action of taking two wives 
from the hands of the prophet was 
on the things which he did in.the 
life of the prophet, and we are assured 
in this chapter that he did that which 


was right in the sight of the Lord. 


Let me direct your attention next 
to the 30th chap. of the Ist Book of 
Samuel, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd verses. This 
is in to David, 
another poly ist, and a ve ro- 
minent man Israel. And 
it came to pass, when David and his 
men were come to Ziklag on the third 
day, that the Amalekites had invaded 
the south, and Ziklag, and smitten 
Ziklag, and burned it with fire ; and 


had taken the women captives, that 


were therein: they slew not any 
either great or small, but carried 
them away, and went on their way. 
So David and his men came to the 
city, and, behold, it was burned with 
fire ; and their wives, and their sons, 
and their daughters, were taken cap- 
tives.” The people were very much 
displeased in consequence of this 
misfortune, and David was greatly 
distressed. But David said to Abia- 
thar (7th and 8th verses), “I pra 

thee, bring me hither the epho 

And Abiathar tN hither the 
ephod to David. And David inquired 
at the Lord, saying, Shall I pursue 
after this troop? shall I overtake 


‘them? And he answered him, Pur- 


sue: for thou shalt surely overtake 
them, and without fail recover all.” 
In the 18th verse of this chapter we 
are told that David recovered all that 
the Amalekites had carried away, and 
David rescued his two wives. | 
Those passages of Scripture which 


~ IT have quoted, show us the nature of 


God’s dealings with such as put in 
practice the command which He gave 
at the beginning of time, and also to 


Noah and his sons. - There is nothing 
in the old Scriptures that restricts 
lage to one'wife. Hence, in the 
absence of any law that carries with | 
it any de, whatever of restriction, — 
we are justified in taking as proper 
the custom of those with whom Gi 
held almost daily intercourse. If 
God revealed to man at that time 
His mind rding marriage, and 
manifested His anxiety that the earth 
should be replenished, the inhabi- 
tants multiplied abundantly, we surely 
are justified in considering right an 
proper the practices of such as were 
under His instruction continually. I 
am aware that people suppose that 
those were dark ages, and we are told 
sometimes by persons that God merely 
rmitted the people in their state of 
rkness and semi-barbarism, to prac- 
tise this plural marriage, but that He- 
did not, at any time, give His appro- 
val in regard to it. , 
In the first place, it seems that His 
approval was very clear and distinct. 
I am satisfied that if God was in 
the habit of answering the me 
ers of my friends here as fy y 
and as quickly as He answered the 
prayers.of those men, that they would 
take it for granted that they were in 
His favor, and that He was pleased 
with them. I cannot think that we 
are justified in calling even those 
times ages of darkness. When shall 
we have a time of light, so far as 
God’s will is concerned, if not at a 
time when He was in the habit of 
communcating His mind and will to 
the people? To intimate, for a mo- 
ment, that Abraham, with whom God 
personally talked, and concerning 
whom He stated distinctly His ap- 
roval ; that Jacob, a man with whom 
made a covenant, and whom He 
took the pains of preserving from the 
wrath of Laban, on the occasion I 
have referred to, and to whom He 
spoke at different times; to suppose 
that the father of Samuel, who went 
to the temple and sacrificed yearly, 
and afterwards Samuel, when 
administered in the house of God, 
were in darkness, is simply bordering 
upon blasphemy. If such evidence 
of God’s approval of those who prac- 
tised plural marriage is not sufficient 
to stamp its divinity, where can we 
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find evidence to sanction or justify us 
in the practice of anything connected 
with religion? If any man on the 
earth at the present time can rest 
satisfied and say, I am a child of God, 
to whom He has never spoken a single 
word, how much more would those 
ancients, who gg plural mar- 
riage, be satisfied, when He spoke 
to them and answered their prayers 
sustained them by His power, an 

showered out on them blessings un- 


speakable, at the very time when they 


were practising what must have been 
a most wicked and devilish act, if it 
was not in accordance with the mind 
and will of God. Talk of the dark 
ages, when men lived with whom God 
communed. Talk of such men as 
Abraham, the friend of God; the 
Patriarch Jacob; Gideon, the deliverer 
of Israel; the devout Elkanah, the 


father of Samuel, being in the dark. 
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concerning God’s law. And David 
being zgnorant of the law upon which 
he meditated day and night, or of 
Solomon, concerning whom God _ 
“ie. 5 have given you a wise an 
understanding heart, so that there 
was none like thee before thee, neither 
after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee,” being zgnorant of the will of 
God concerning marriage. Of what 
benefit was the fellows ip of God to 
His chosen servants, or His constant 
communications to them, if they were 
left in tgnorance of His will regarding 
the marriage relation? It is _pre- 
sterous, and it is wicked and sinful 
in the highest degree for anybody to. 
intimate that these servants of God, 
who enjoyed His power, who wera 
guided by His constant revelations,. 
and had His law delivered among 
them, should commit an error in this 


respect. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—p 


THE ACCIDENT TO THE “ ARIZONA.” 


On board the 8. 8. Arizona, 
St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
November 12th, 1879. 
President Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother,—Myself, in connec- 
tion with Elders Wm. H. Coray, John 
L. Jones and Jos. Vickers, who were 
called at the last General Conference, 
sailed from New York on 4th inst., 
for Liverpool, in the 8S. 8. Arizona. 
Our voyage would have been, I pre- 
sume, the tastest on record, as every- 
thing progressed favorably. There 
was a calm sea and the vessel averaged 
sixteen knots per hour. The rest you 
have, no doubt, heard about before 
this, On the evening of the 7th, at a 
quarter to nine o'clock, with 6,000 Ibs. 
_ steam on, going at the rate of over fif- 
teen knots an hour, we collided with 
an immense iceberg. Enclosed find a 
very brief description from the Ledger, 
published in.this city. I would write 
a.descriptive account but time will 


not permit, as the mail for England is 
about closing and I have written to 
editor of the News. As time is limited 
I must be brief. | 

We fully realize the situation. More 
thankful beings do not exist. To God 
alone do we attribute our safety. It 
has given us an experience never to 
be forgotten while life lasts ; a testi-, 
mony of God’s goodness and greatness, 
and man’s insufficiency and nothing- 
ness, We are all in the enjoyment of 
pretty good health, in excellent spirits 
and are united. Havingno ets 
we are distributing cards of our 
“ Articles of Faith,” the coldness of 
the weather preventing us holding 
forth out of doors. It will take three 
weeks to repair the vessel, The S. S. 
Nevada, of the Guion line is to call 
for us on Saturday, Nov. 15th. : 

May God bless-yourself and associ- 
ates in the Office and ministry. 

Your Brother in the Gos 

Henry A. Drxon. 


As it is impossible to 
satisfy our own consciences. 


please men in all things, our chief study should be 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1879. 


GENUINE AND SPURIOUS GIFTS. 

| ——o—— 
THE Gospel having been revealed from heaven in its fulness, its operations 
are accompanied by miraculous gifts, as in days of old. It is the privilege of 
the Saints now as anciently to strive earnestly for, obtain and exercise the 
“best gifts.” They are the manifestations of the “One Spirit, which is the 
Spirit of God.” The gifts are the effects of the Holy Ghost shed upon the 
Church, and are given for the edification of the “ Body of Christ,” meaning 
the Church. 

It is commendable and necessary in all to seek to exercise the gifts and 
graces of the Gospel, which come through possession of the Spirit of the 
Living God ; but the Saints should be watchful lest they, by any means, be 
operated upon by false and delusive spirits. Many spirits of a deceitful char- 
acter are abroad, calculated to mislead those who are not careful. | 

While it is the duty of the elders to encourage the manifestations of the 
gifts, as imparted by the true Spirit, among the Saints, it is also their duty to 
see that no false or delusive spirits or their manifestations are allowed to 
creep into the churches. The Gospel net being cast into the sea, all kinds of 
fish are caught in it. The history of this Church has proved the correctness 
of this figure of the Savior. Some persons may, as has been exemplified in 
instances of the past, subject themselves to be operated upon by the spirits of 


‘darkness. Such influences are of course pernicious and damaging beyond 


estimate, and should not be allowed to exist. 

_ Every elder should so live, being in possession of the Spirit of the Lord, 
that he will be able, by the power which should accompany him, to discern 
the quality of every spirit exhibited in his presence. This is his privilege, 
and the duty of an elder who is the presiding officer of any meeting where 
doubtful spiritual exhibitions are manifested is plainly pointed out by revela- 
tion. The Lord, through His prophet, gave instructions on this matter 
to the elders of His Church, in May, 1831. We here make an extract, from 


_ page 201 of the latest edition of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants : 


“Wherefore it shall come to pass that if you behold a spirit manifested 
that you cannot understand, and you receive not that spirit, ye shall ask of 
the Father in the name of Jesus, and if he give not unto you that spirit, then 
you may know that it is not of God: And it shall be given unto you power 
over that spirit, and you shall proclaim against that spirit with a loud voice 
that it is not of God ; not with railing accusation, that ye be not overcome, 
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neither with boasting, nor rejoicing, lest ye be seized therewith. He that 
receiveth of God, let him account it of God, and let him rejoice that he is 
accounted of God worthy to receive. And by giving heed and doing these 
things which ye have received, and which ye shall hereafter receive: and the 
kingdom is given you of the Father, and power to overcome all things that 
are not ordained of him.” 

It will be observed that, in attending to these matters, which are for the 
health and wellbeing of the Church, a blessing will ensue, even to the obtain- 
ing of power over all things that are not ordained of God. On the other 
hand neglect, from want of inclination or moral courage, or the lack of the 
spirit of his calling, will subject the responsible elder to the displeasure of the 

Lord and a deficiency of power. 

The application of this principle extends not only to cases wherein indivi- 
duals may be operated on directly by the powers and spirits of evil—for the 
Devil can assume the semblance, in some respects, of “an angel of light”— 
but in any case, should there ever be such a one, where a person would be so 
steeped in hypocrisy as to imitate the gifts of God that he might gain praise 
of men. Let us hope that no such great crime as to make mockery of the 
gifts of the Most High exists or is likely to occur, but however that may be, 
it is well for those who have the oversight of the work to understand their 
duties in the premises. It is always well to be prepared against possible 
contingencies, 

In relation to the gifts, it is the privilons: as heretofore stated, of the Saints 
to exercise them, in accordance with the will of the Spirit, by whom they are 
imparted. And that they may be manifested through the people, it is neces- 
sary that they should live purely and consistently, for the precious things of 
the kingdom are not thrown away upon the gross, impure and unworthy. 
Righteousness is the foundation of every gift and blessing of the Gospel. 


ABOUT FINANCES. 

Some of the conferences are considerably behind in their book accounts 
with this Office. In a few instances the amounts of indebtedness have been 
_ lessened of late, while in the majority they have been more or less increased. 

In the present comparatively low financial state of the Mission, it may be 
readily supposed that this situation is more than ordinarily embarrassing to 
this Office. We are anxious for the circulation among all classes of the peo- 
ple of the works of the Church, being a most potent means of publishing the 
Gospel and educating the Saints in a knowledge of the truths of heaven. In 
fact every Saint, where practicable, should have them. But it must be plain 
that we cannot supply books without being paid for them. It may be sup- 
posed by a person in charge of a branch to be a small matter to have an in- 
debtedness for books of a few shillings to the conference president, who is the 
agent doing business direct with this Office, but when several branches are in 
- g@ similar situation, it soon runs up, in the aggregate, to several pounds, and 

taking the conferences combined the indebtedness to this Office becomes a 
matter for serious consideration. 7 
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Of. course we ‘might divine and dilate upon some of the causes of book 
indebtedness in the conferences, but perhaps it may be unnecessary to do so 
at this writing. Suffice it to say that the indebtedness exists, and the presi- 
dents of conferences are the parties directly responsible to us. They, in turn, 
must seek to the individuals responsible to them, that the situation may be 
imptoved by a gradual reduction of the indebtedness. One of the best pre- 
ventives to the accumulation of debt is to only let those branches and indivi- 
duals have books who pay for them. We hope that the conference presidents, 
traveling elders and presidents of branches will see to this, as we shall expect, 
from this time on, a gradual diminution of the amounts held against the 
indebted conferences, that they may be kept as small as practicable for 
business purposes. In some cases the apparent increase of indebtedness 
arises from the presidents of conferences having books on hand which they 
have received and not yet disposed of. In such instances the matter is all 
right. The object of our present remarks is solely to remind the agents 
against allowing the actual indebtedness to increase. Of course whatever 
stock is on hand is an offset to accounts held against them. 

In this connection we think it well to say, however, that -we are desirous 
that the brethren should continue to encourage the sale of Church works and 
to extend the circulation of the Star. New members are being added to the 
Church and they should be advised, for obvious and various excellent reasons, 
which it is unnecessary to explain, to take the works and periodicals of the 
Church. 

The brethren should be mindful also to duly, in a spirit of kindness, 
counsel the Saints to sustain the work of the Lord on general principles by 
_ their means. We are of opinion that, as a general rule, the Saints are willing 
to respond to such instructions, as it is easy to be perceived that means is an 
absolute necessity. to carry on the work of spreading the Gospel in its various 
departments, And who is there that is so poor a specimen of a Saint as to be 
unwilling, when able, to lend a helping hand? Each individual who has.em- 
ployment can surely contribute something to this noble purpose, be it ever so 
little. The Saints should not only be taught this in a general sense, but also 
in a special way, system or method being of great benefit in all financial 
business. For instance, it is much better for a person who is able and willing, 
to give a weekly contribution, be it ever so small, than to contribute irregu- 
larly and spasmodically. When each does his part regularly, even when the 
amount is small, the aggregate makes up to a sum that is useful in spread- 
ing the work. We hope this idea will be taken up and acted upon. If the 
brethren will carry it out the advantage of it, simple though it be, will soon 
be perceived. It will tend to lessen the uncertainties and fluctuations that 
are so frequently characteristic of the financial bastness of some of the 

conferences. 

If any of the Saints indulge in habits that cause unnecessary expenditures 
of means, surely they can deny themselves some of those personal gratifica- 
tions to enable them to contribute something to sustain the work of the Lord. 
By doing so they will emulate the example of the brethren who have left 
_ their homes to come to these distant lands, at the call of duty, for the Gos- 
pel’s sake. It should be unnecessary for us to here repeat a fact that hag 
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been so often demonstrated, that the Lord aids and blesses, temporally and 
spiritually, those who, to the extent of their power, sustain and seek to 
advance His cause on the earth. | 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


EMIGRATION, ETC.—In the course of a friendly communication, written at 
New York, October 30th, Elder W. C. Staines writes as follows, about the 
season’s emigration business and other matters : 

“Thus ends the emigration business for 1879, which has been to me one of 
the most pleasing and agreeable, as regards the business relations with your 
Office, I have ever experienced, for which please accept my sincere thanks; 
also brother Cope or others who have assisted you to attend to the business, 
In looking back upon this season’s labors I shall remember you, and my 
brethren who have assisted, with much pleasure, and you will all have my 
prayers and best wishes for your welfare. | 

Many thanks for the excellent copy of Doctrine and Covenants you sent me 
by Brother Bull. I consider it the best gotten up book we ever had pub- 
lished. I prize it very much. I presume you are very thankful that you are 
through, for a time, with book publishing, as it must have caused you all 
much labor and anxiety.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LIVELY LABORS IN SCOTLAND. 


Glasgow, Nov. 18th, 1879. 

President Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother,—On returning from 
a pleasant visit to Ayrshire, 1 am 
pleased to report the work in which 
we are engaged prospering in that 
district. e had very interesting 
meetings in Kilmarnock last Sunday, 
_ including a good attendance of stran- 
gers, and a heavy turn-out of our own 

ple, especi in the evening, 
the a settlements, who 
seem to be full of the spirit of the 
work on hand. I am forwarding to 
them 500 pamphlets for distribution 
with address of our hall there, which 
is a very fine one, and in which we 
purpose holding district meetings on 
the second Sunday of each month. 
At the first of these we |p ge orga- 
. nizing again a branch of the Church 
in Kilmarnock, and, in every way 
within our power, taking advantage 
fthe spirit of inquiry resting upon 


the people, trusting to our heavenly 
Father for the increase. 

Onr little local meetings throughout 
the Conference are. multiplying and 
proving a success. We are thus 

ing the ears of many whom pre- 


judice might prevent from ever com- 


ing to our general meetings. And 
many of the brethren and sisters are 
nobly working with us in their work- 
shops and with their neighbors, with 
tracts and in testimony, with a zeal 
that is praiseworthy, and from which 
we may consistently anticipate a pro- 
portionate increase to the kingdom. 
Your statement that the winter 
months are the most congenial toa 
successful labor amongst the people, 
is being daily demonstra offering, 
as they do, leisure hours and facilities 
in many ways not attainable in the 
long days and out-door attractions of 
the summer season. evening I 
attended a meeting in a brother’s 
house where we had had one the 
Monday previous without a stranger 
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but had resolved to try again, and 
having three interested hearers, I felt 
as proud of the victory as I did of 
the low assembly of the Sunday be- 
fore. Thus, “As the fishers and 
hunters” we reach the habitations of 
the people, and persistently, almost, 
compel them to come in; and when 
they do bow in obedience to the Gos- 
pel ordinances, their cheerful counte- 
up by the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, and their co-operation 
with us in the good cause, is truly 
reward enough for all our labor. Thus 
is the cause of Zion growing among 
the nations, and the masses believe it 
not, neither will they though a man 

declare it unto them. 
Your brother in the — 
Hues 


A GOOD SAMARITAN. 


Birmingham, Nov. 19th, 1879. 

President Wm. Bu 
Dear Brother,—I have just received 
a letter from our friend Mr. H. Fow- 
ler, of Wellingborough, informing me 
of the death of sister Harriet Neal. 
Mr. Fowler, although not a member 
of the Church, has been very kind to 
sister Neal through all her sickn 
which has extended over a period o 
about six months. He has often 
walked to Irchester, a distance of 
three miles, to visit and comfort our 
departed sister. Mr..H. Fowlersends 
the following for publication : 

Drep.—Nov. 15th, 1879, at Irches- 
ter, Harriet Neal, aged 77 years. She 
embraced the Gospel in 1844, and 
lived and died a good, faithful Latter- 
‘day Saint. 

rother Duce arrived this after- 

noon, feeling well. 

Your Brother in the Gospel, 

E. M. Curtis. 
ELDER COPE ON A MISSONARY VISIT— 
INTERESTING EXPERIENCE. 


Bolton, Lancashire, 
: Nov. 20th, 1879. 

Elder John Nicholson. 

Brother,—I received letters at 

Bury yesterday afternoon, for which 

accept my thanks. There was 

anes news from home and several 

usiness letters which I enclose. 
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After parting with you at Rochdale, - 
Brother Hunter and I om 
train for Bury, then walked to Dun- 


ster Farm, where we i ae till 
Monday afternoon. Sister Parkinson 
and os treated us very kindly and 
I enjoyed my short stay very much. 
It commenced to rain on Monday 
morning and continued all day, but 
we decided to go to Grant's 


Tower that night and hold meeting, 
if poe so we started through the 
rain. We had to walk about three 
miles through the country, and on the 
way Brother Hunter distributed tracts 
to — whom we met or overtook, 
and at many of the houses on our 
way. Some of the answers we received 
were amusing and gave us a chance to - 
say a few words in reply. Brother 
Hunter took particular care to leave 
no doubt as to whose faith was repre- 
sented by the tracts, his mode of pro- 
cedure being about as follows :— 
tract 1—‘ The Only True Gospel.’ 
That is saying a good deal, isn’t it ? 
Did —_ ever hear of a people called 
the Latter-day Saints? at tract 
represents their faith and doctrines.” 
Nearly all we met had heard of the 
Latter-day Saints; some had heard 
them preach and had friends in Utah 
of whom they asked, but none seemed 
anxious to learn of our doctrines from — 
us, but promised to read the tracts, 
compare them with the Scriptures, 
and lend them to their neighbors, | 
er Brother Hunter requested them 
to do. 

At one hoyse, in reply to the usual 

uestion, “ Have you ever heard of 
the Latter-day Saints?” an old lady 
replied, “Yes, I have heard of them | 
to my sorrow.’ “ How is that,” asked 
Brother Hunter. She said her son 
was a Latter-day Saint and had gone 
to Utah, which was the cause of her 
sorrow. He asked if he was doing 
well. ‘Oh yes,” she replied, “but it 
was hard that a son should leave his 
mother.” She promised to read the 
tract and seemed considerably modi- 
fied by our visit. | 

A little farther on Brother Hunter 
called at a house and asked if the lad 
would accept a tract. She ask 
“What kind of a tract?” and was 


answered the Latter-day Saints’. At 


g 
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this she burst into laughter and said, : 


“Tm a’opeless case.” Brother Hun- 
ter said he was sorry for that and 
asked her if she would not receive 
truth. She replied she had her Bible. 

I think the course adopted by Elder 
O. F. Hunter is worthy of imitation by 
all the missionaries, and certainly 
must result in g There is no 
knowing into whose hands a tract may 
fall, and although the results of this 
kind of preaching are not immediate- 
ly apparently manifest, I believe that 
many will embrace the truth in the 
future through the testimony of a 
tract. Elder Hunter gave tracts to 
the rich and the poor. We met a 
gentleman on the way to Haslingden 
to whom we gave the “ Means of Es- 
“, He replied, “ You think it 
will be required?” There was only 
one tract refused in two days and that 
by a Catholic lady, who said she was 
firm in her faith and did not want any 
of the Latter-day Saints’ tracts. 

‘We could not hold meeting at 
Grant’s Tower, the Saints were so 
scattered and it was a very stormy 
night, but we had an opportunity of 
pare to Sister Lever’s son-in- 

w and spent a very agreeable even- 
ing, singing hymns and talking of the 
‘goodness of to us. 


We walked to Haslingden on Tues- 


day morning, distributing tracts as we 
went, and. getting into conversation 
with pedestrians at every opportunity. 
We overnight at Brother 
Scowcroft’s, who made us very wel- 
come. | 
We left Bury for Bolton, at 5.12 
p-m., and before leaving the train Bro- 
ther Hunter distributed tracts to each 
person in the car, also telling the 
folks we were “ Mormon” preachers. 
_ We held meeting at Bolton last 
night and had a good time, although 
there was not a large attendance, ow- 
ing to our letter not having been re- 
ceived. We ed to Tyldesley to- 
day and hold meeting to-night with 
the Saints at that place. To-morrow 
a expect to hold meeting at Pendle- 


ury. 
- So far as I have been, the Saints in 
_ this district are feeling excellently. 
‘They are pleased to see the elders and 
are very kind tothem. On account 
of being so few, they do not hold 


' gregation. In 
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as many meetings as they would 
hike, but I think that, with an effort 
on the part of the Saints and a co-op- 
eration with the presidents of dis- 
tricts, small meétings could be held 
regularly in the Saints’ houses and a 
few st rs invited to attend. The 
holding of meetings will be very bene- 
ficial to the Saints and the elders and 
help to pass the long winter nights 
pleasantly and profitably. 

With love to yourself, President 
Budge and all at the Office. 

Your Brother in the Gospel, 

| Francis Cope. 


THE CHURCH IN SCANDINAVIA. 


Copenhagen, Nov. 12th, 1879. 
President Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother,— On Wednesday, 
Sept. 24th, I left Copenhagen for 
Christiania, Norway, where I arrived, 
after a rough passage, the following 
day in the afternoon. I was met by 
President Jonas Halvorson and other 
elders from Zion, and we held an ex- 
cellent conference on the followin 
ong and Sunday, Sept. 27th an 
28th. The Spirit of God rested might- 
ily upon his servants, who spoke to 
the large assembly with great effect, 
and a powerful testimony was borne. 

On Wednesday, Oct. Ist, I left the 
brethren and Saints in Christiania in 
good spirits and with the best of feel- 
ings and traveled, by rail, about 440: 
miles (English) across the peninsula 
of Scandinavia to Stockholm, the cap- 
ital of Sweden, where I was met by 
the president and other Utah elders 
of that conference. Our conference 
here commenced with a meeting on 
Saturday evening, Oct. 4th, and was — 
continued by four meetings the fol- 
lowing day, and a priesthood meeting 
on the Monday. Th d Spirit was 
poured out abundantly, and a testi- 
mony that will stand either for or 
against those who were present, was 
borne. The hall was crowded du 
all the to its utmost capaci- 
ty, by an orderly and intelligent con- 
tockholm I met Bro- 
thers C. Oberg, E. Bylund and Chr. 
Olsson, who, together with nine other 
elders from Zion, had arrived in 
Copenhagen a few days previously. 
After holding ‘another well-attended 


4 


